
Melrose Connection 
 
The Melrose Connection (CREATE project B3) completed September 12, 2009 is the largest 
CREATE project completed to date. This is the first CREATE project that includes all of the 
major construction components: grading, new track, new signals, and a new bridge. This new 
infrastructure in Melrose Park adds a second connection between the Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad 
(IHB) and Union Pacific's Proviso yard, including a second track on a new bridge.  Prior to the 
completion of this project, trains departing Proviso yard would block the IHB main lines, 
preventing other trains from moving through the area. The new connection allows trains to 
maintain active operation on the IHB at the same time trains are entering and departing Proviso 
yard, which greatly increases capacity. 
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