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y D‘ear 'CR’EATE-Pro gram Palfme\r's: :

‘ I ari wntmg on beh,alf of the Regxonal Transportauon Authonty (RTA) to expressx- g
- my’ enthusiastic support for the Chicago Regmn Envuonmental and Trapsportation. =
Efﬁmency (CREATE) Program ‘The progtam will: pmvrde a substantlal ‘benefit-to: S
3 northeastem Ilineis” transit system by allowmg it to operate m a more eﬁﬁmentf L
- fashmn, w]:nle potentially 1ncreas1ng the system 5 capac1ty :

The Chlcago region has served as the natlon s raﬂroad hub smce the m1d—18005 '
Wwith six. of the seven largest raﬂroads ini North Ameérica owmng 1_:racks that 1088

o through ‘the reglon‘_These companies ¢arry apprommately 2 billion tons of the: L

ght.each year, All of this rail traffic Has created fail congestion in the

pass thmugh the czty As a result, compames that can't iefﬁctently ship their S
* g 0 ‘rucks which in tarn eat up. mﬂre ﬁ;el aﬁd cortfﬁbut&s e

By 1mprovmg the reglon s rali mfrastmcmre and local road nebvvork, mcl&dmg o
- grade’ ‘separation pmjects to eliminate train- iiterference and- the- assocaated delay- . -
" between passeniger and freight train iraffic, the CREATE Progtam can in¢reasc the:
eﬁic;ency of our ;regwn s transit sysiem by mc;ﬂeasmg s capacﬂ:y and mpromg

its. on-time perfonnance ‘Fhis anreved commuter rail service will encourage

' mefe conimuters to shift fmm their cars -to transﬁ thus 1mpmvmg mngesﬁen and

our enwmnmeﬂt The CREATE Program can’ aiso improve .congestion on the

. region’s roads and h;ghways and thus mcreasmg the perfonnance of the regmn s

bus system o

- The: RTA strongly mxppoﬂs the CREATE Program and recogmzes its many beneﬁts /
_ w@m‘ regmn S publie transportatlon systern. _
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