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HON. DAN LIPINSKI

CREATE’s completion: A national need

o biis summet at colgrisstonal hear-
ngs across the |.11|I.11Ir_ur in Los
:'l.nblulu.-i, Mum|:|]1.bl‘ and Mew ank,

one point was crvstal clear; Completing

thie CREATE rail modernization program
in northeaszern llimos = a national pri-
ority for improving the movement of
l‘!‘l_'igill: i America.

Hack in April, T'was chosen by House
Transportation & Inlrastructure
Committee Chalrman Bill Shusier
(B-Fa) and Kanking Member Mick
Rahall (Tr-W.Va.}) to serve on a new panel
charged with stodving 218t century
freight transportation. The 11 members
on the pascl were given oo small tagk:
Take an in-depth look ar the counory's
!r-:::l'l_hl: transporiafion system, lend ways
to improve it, and report back ro the full
committee W six months with owr
recommctidations,

As the onlv pariel member from the
Midwast—as wall as bemg a representa-
rive i the Chicago area, the countey's
E:rl_":L[EI: hub for more than a centuTy— this
appnintment has been a great |:|r:|\-'!|.|;;E-::
and honor

More tham halfway through our
mission, we have toured sonthomn
California to learn more 2hout moving
hu:gl.'ll.' o and sut of vor nation's |n'b_-
est port, Mernpiula, tes geta better
|.I|1l.f|_'ruT.'|m{Inbll nof i‘rulgl‘.ﬂ movemenl on
tnland waterwavs, and Mew York {.'II.:\'.-"
Mewark to hear abont the challenges of
moving freight from ports inte and
throogh hig cities. The message we have
bean given over and over again i3 that the
efficient movement of frelght is becoming
eien more |.'rI'I'i4..'a|. | £4] 'rl'u:: American ecoi-
omy, and that the federal government
needs to be -.1.|ri|.1,g more o modernize all
moddes in our transpoTtation svstem

At each stop we also heard that if
Chivago's legendary 7ail network isn'’t
wirking efficiently, neither & the rest of
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the wation. he fact thar bears repeating: Tt
takes a train Two 1!a.l1r|= (151 rl:nq;h l:l‘:bmgulm1d
frem the West {:n.a.ﬁ, bt another two |'|:f.'|.
just to pass throngh the arca.

CREATE—the Chicago Region
Environmental and Transportation
Efficicncy Program —is the solution to
climnating the bottlenecks we exper)-
ehce every day in my districe and across
the regian,

Of the 70 projects
identified
in CREATE,
17 are complete.

CHEATE came together more than &
decade ago as a historic public-privace
parmership of the 115, Department of
Transportation, the State of Hlinos, the
City ol {TI‘IIL:ILI‘JZI‘ and the passenger rail
roads (including commuter) and freight
railroads. Throngh a series of projeces
large and small, the shared goal is to
miniernize the Chicago rail svstem.

So where are we with CREATE rodav?
O the 70 projects identfied in CREATE,
17 are I.'rImPI:I.;Il.'. Tl'u.' total Frlmram.
when it b -u.'\-'!nl.'n|.1|ve||.-.l.E.| s ey estimated
to coet 53,2 killion,

Aboot 512 hillion in funding has heen
committed to date om those 7 projects,
with the federal government providing
abwnt 5450 million of that amoune. The
Seare of Mlinoks bas contributed more
than S400 million. The r.1i|1'\q_1a.d9 have
committed a little more than 5 200
millian. The City of Chicage has invested
515 million.

But more needs to be done.

CHEATE's greatest emphasis until now
has been on improving strategie freight

cortidors and tackling smaller rail-
sp-e.ucllin: projects, All of the rall corridor
projects in CREATE have heen
completed or now have fonding commit-
ted ro them_ That's the good news.

Hut the projects with the highest price
tags are lagging behind: the fvovers sepa-
rating crossimg rall lines and the grade
sEparations ’lsl'rl.allnt'l_ raads frnm rails.

CREATE s h:i!l:ng |¢'Em:_\- from the
point of view of almost evervone in the
region is the grade separations
Representing a district with the maost rail
crissings in the conntry, 1 hear more
about these projects thrain ay wther basie.

Grade separaions will provide direce,
nhservable benclits to the |.'||.1t'.h|i-|: frvm
lhr Lru..,:l:-.'g :.rri-.'ihE on time T makl;:
deliverics to local businesses, to firefight-
ers and param edics not having to worry
abont blocked crossings when responding
to emergencies, to the exrra hours work-
ing raoms and dads will ger ecach year ar
hame |'|ua.:a|.1m' I|'|1.'.1.- Wi T bl.' |:|r.|a:\.-|:|:| !'.!!.-' a
hll1g |'rutgh1 train on the drive home.

Just twoe of the 25 highway-rail grade
separation projects n CHEATE are
completed. Pour are ander comstrocrion.
Ihe remaining 19 are inching through the
planning process and onlv ene of thoese
has the Euui]:n!_ (78] t!‘I.":'I Ihr-:mgh st
Flon. Twelve have no !u.ndl.ng wl'ul:_nc:lr'rl:r

For CREATE to move forward and the
commntry ta improve its freight ransporta-
tion svetem and cnsare our fufure suecess
in the global marketplace, this is some-
F.I:Illl.il that must be addressed.

With Chairmau Shosrer convening this
a.l:lemnl |.1au1r| e !'n-:ighrl T belicve we now
|'|a|.'c the Fogciis I!IJI.‘I Hrlrrmmuli:lm Toe 21arh
fmding some solations.

fep Dan Lipineki (-8 ) 15 o narivwe ef
Hfinats Thind Cougressdoal Tristeizs, which
includdes farge pares of south amd southwes
Chicago, and suborban commumniiies in west

and swuthwent Covk County,



