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A groundbreaking ceremony will be held Monday gmraject to tunnel a road underne
railroad tracks near the Toyota Park stadium inl@view where about 80 sl-moving freight
trains a day cause severe traffic backups, offigaid

The vehicle undpass separating tracks from 71st Street near iHakhdenue in the sout
suburb is being built as part of a regional progreatied CREATE, to improve the flow
freight and passenger trains through the Chicaga wahile easing traffic congestion ane air
pollution it causes and enhancing safety on rolaalsintersect the tracl

The 71st Street project involves separating foux @8d Indiana Harbor Belt rail track
officials said. The rail crossing is just west lo¢ 20,00-seat Toyota Park, ar71st Street is
used to enter and exit stadium parking

Construction is set to begin in July, accordinghe lllinois Department of Transportatis

Many trainvehicle crashes, sparked by malfunctioning railrgatks and vehicles stopped
the tracls during long backups, have occurred at the crgsaitcording to IDOT recorc

"In terms of safety, this graeseparation project will take completely out of dgaiation an
interaction between trains and the motoring pubsajd Tom Livingston, CS'resident vice
president of state government and community af

The tracks lead to the nearby CSX intermodal figcind the Belt Railway of Chicago yard. T
speed of trains crossing 71st Street ranges frool® mph because of the location :
geonetry of the tracks, officials said. About 4,400 s pass through the crossing each
and the number of vehicles is projected to rea@d/daily by 2030, officials sal

The project follows completion in Summit and McCadkwo other major upgries on the
same corridor under CREATE, which stands for thee@jo Region Environmental Ar
Transportation Efficiency initiativ

"You combine those two projects that are entiretished and allow us to double train spet
and now the grade separaticroject in Bridgeview, and the result is greaterazay and
velocity without compromising safety," Livingstsaid



CREATE, announced in 2003, includes 70 projectsediat reducing train bottlenecks along
freight, Amtrak and Metra lines and slashing matodeelays. The entire package was originally
estimated to cost $1.5 billion. With inflation, cent cost estimates are about $3 billion (in 2011
dollars), officials said. The majority of funding from the federal government. lllinois, Chicago
and the major freight railroads are contributinific@ls said.

Eleven projects have been completed, at a totalaf@®l 05 million, according to IDOT. Nine
others are under construction, at a cost of $4%iomi Eight are in final design, at a cost of
$300 million.
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