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Construction to begin on Englewood Flyover rail bridges
By Jon Hilkevitch
June 22, 2011

Construction could start this summer on a systemibbridges on Chicago'South Side
designed to unplug a major bottleneck that causassands of hours of delay each yeal
freight and passenger trains, officials announoddy

The $133 million Englewood Flyover project has baethe planning stages for years. Fed
funding covering 95 percent of the work was awardstlyear. But the de-reduction battle in
Congress this year threatened to eliminate funftinghe work

It wasn’t until Wednesday that the state signeisha figreement with the Federal Railrc
Administration, Norfolk Southern Corp. and Amtrak éonstruction to begi

lllinois will pay for 5 percent of the project, wit officials hope will start this summer and
completed in about two yes

The final agreement was necessary for the fe government to obligate its share of the mot
which comes from stimulus funds that the Obama aitnation set aside for hi-speed rail
projects.

The rail-to¥ail flyover bridges will separate 78 daily Metradk Island District commute
trains, and eentually more than a dozen Amtrak trains, fromragjmately 46 Norfolk Souther
freight trains that pass slowly through the pinompevery day, officials sai

The flyover will be built from 57th Place to 69tkr&-t to carry nor-south Rock Islar trains
on three tracks over the fotrack eas-west Norfolk Southern line that is also used by rait
The project, which will ease one of the nation’sstdottlenecks that forms near 63rd and £
Streets, includes a provision to build more trasken more capacity is needed, accordin
IDOT spokesman Guy Tridge

The future expansion would include building a treeterved for high-speed Amtrak trains ¢
part of state and Amtrak plans for 110 mph i-city passenger service from Chicago t.
Louis, Detroit and other destinatio



U.S. Rep. Dan Lipinski, D-IlI., took credit Wednesdfor getting stalled negotiations on the
project back on track. He said the Englewood Flyovi#t produce 1,450 jobs and reduce delays
for Rock Island commuters.

“This agreement means immediate job creation, bbtétra service, less congestion on our
roads, more efficient freight movement, high-speercity rail and a brighter future for the
Chicagoland economy,” Lipinski said in a statement

The flyover is one element of a broader 70-projeitiative, known as CREATE, to modernize
and expand railroad capacity across the Chicagoneg
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