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December 15, 2025 
PRESIDENT 
Village President Sheila Chalmers-Currin, Matteson 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
Mayor John C. Lewis, Mount Vernon 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 
Mayor Rfta Au, Peoria 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Brad Cole, Former Mayor, Carbondole 

VICE PRESIDENTS 
Village President John D. Ryan, Alsip 
Mayor David 6oins, Alton 
Mayor Jennifer Gain Meyer, Belleville 
Mayor Dan Brady, Blaomington 
Mayor Mary Alexander- Basta, Bolingbroak 
Village President katrina Thompson, Braadview 
Mayor Carolin Harvey, Carhondale 
Mayor Mark Kownick, Cary 
Mayor Brandon Johnson, Chicago 
Mayor Jeff Stehman, Collinsville 
Mayor Cohen Barnes, DeKalb 
Mayor Teresa Kernc, Diamond 
Mayor Reggie Freeman, East Maline 
Mayor Art Risaay, Edwardsvllle 
Village President Donny Schmit, Fax Lake 
Mayor Jodi Miller, Freeport 
Village President Mike McCormick, Godfrey 
Village President Rodney S. Craig, Hanover Park 
Mayor Kevin B. Hemann, Highland 
Mayor Andy Ezord, Jacksonville 
Mayor Christopher W. Curtis, Kankakee 
Village President James L Discipio, La Grange Park 
Mayor Rick Hall, Mattoon 
Mayor Chris Brown, Morris 
Mayor Joe Judge, Mourn Carmel 
lawn President Chris Koos, Normal 
Mayor linda K. Moore, Quincy 
Mayor Susan L Harbaugh, Red Bud 
Village President Rick Reinhold, Richton Park 
Mayor Thomas P. McNamara, Rackford 
Mayor Scott R. Nickles, Round Lake Beech 
Village President Toni Dailly, Sdioumhurg 
Mayor Misty Buscher, Springfield 
Mayor Samuel 0. Cunningham, Waukegon 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
Mayor Deborah Frank Feinen, Champaign 
Mayor Julie Moore Wolfe, Decatur 
Mayor Mark 1. Kupsky, Fairview Heights 
Mayor Michael J. Inman, Macomb 
Mayor Leon Rockinghom, Jr., North Chicogo 
Mayor Gerald R. Bennett, Palos Hills 
Village President Catherine M. Adduci, River Forest 

The Honorable David A. Fink 
Administrator 
Federal Railroad Administration 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Administrator Fink: 

The Illinois Municipal League (IML) fully supports the Illinois Department of 
Transportation's (IDOT) application, on behalf of the Chicago Region 
Environmental and Transportation Efficiency (CREATE) Program, for funding 
through the National Railroad Partnership Program. The CREATE Program is the 
largest public-private partnership of its kind, involving the nation's rail industry 
and all levels of government. 

Federal funding will advance CREATE's Rock Island Connection project (P2), the 
next phase of the 75th Street Corridor Improvement Project, which will construct a 
flyover bridge to eliminate a chokepoint and reduce conflicts between freight and 
passenger trains. P2 will improve reliability, travel times and safety for both 
passenger and freight trains in the country's most congested rail terminal. 

A key benefit of the project is to reduce conflicts between freight and passenger 
trains in the corridor, which use the same tracks at the Belt Junction. Because 
passenger trains are prioritized, freight trains are curtailed at least twice daily 
during peak morning and afternoon commuting periods. Rerouting Metra SWS 
using the P2 bridge will improve freight flows through Belt Junction. 

P2 advances CREATE's overarching goals � increasing the efficiency, capacity, 
safety and reliability of passenger and freight rail throughout Chicago and the 
nation. Chicago is the nation's premier freight hub, handling nearly half of all 
intermodal containers and one-third of U.S. carload freight. This investment is a 
pivotal step toward economic growth nationwide. 

JML fully supports this application and looks forward to the successful 
implementation of the P2 project. 

Please feel welcome to contact me if I may be of assistance with this or any other 
matter. I may be reached by phone (w: 217-525-1220; c: 618-201-7320) or by 
email (bcole@iml.org). Thanks. 

Yours very truly, 

D COLE 
Chief Executive Officer 

IML Board of Directors 
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