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$26 Million CREATE Project to Reduce Rail Congestion and
Improve Air Quality in Two lllinois Communities

CREATE Partners Break Ground to Get Highly Anticipated Project Underway

BLUE ISLAND - The Chicago Region Environmental and Transportdfficiency Program (CREATE)
Partners broke ground today on a $26 million raifanodernization project that will help reducercst crossing
delays in a highly congested south suburban caredd allow freight trains to move through moreciy and
efficiently. The groundbreaking was attended bindlis Department of Transportation (IDOT) DirectdrPublic

& Intermodal Transportation Joseph Clary, CSX Chacdivision Manager Jeff White, State Senator Eloites,
Il (D-14™), State Representative Monique Davis (D% Reverend Stanley Watkins, representing Congrassm
Rush and other rail industry and government offficia

CREATE project B12, which will add a third mainéiof rail track, update signals and conduct ciiticaige
work in Blue Island and Alsip, is expected to benpete in December 2010. The $26 million projedtigg
underway is funded with federal funds from the 2@&teral transportation bill, along with railroadntributions.

“This is another example of how government can jontes with freight and passenger railroads torawe rail
efficiency," said Joseph Clary, Director of IDOTDsvision of Public & Intermodal Transportation. "iBhproject
will minimize rail traffic congestion in the Bluslhnd and Alsip areas which are heavily travelediiarprove the
overall quality of life in these areas.”

This project follows the September 12, 2009 conqbedf the Melrose connection (CREATE project BBg
largest CREATE project to be completed to date. NMleose Connection project is the first CREATE]pob that
includes all of the major construction componegtaging, new track, new signals, and a new bridiges new
infrastructure adds a second connection betweemthi@na Harbor Belt Railroad (IHB) and the UnicacRic's
Proviso Yard. Prior to the completion of this patjdrains departing Proviso yard would block tH&Imain
lines, preventing other trains from moving throulgé area. The new connection allows trains to dpavaile
trains enter and depart Proviso Yard greatly irgirgpcapacity. (Photos available)

The CREATE (Chicago Region Environmental and Trartspion Efficiency) program is comprised of 78 eaid
highway projects throughout northeastern lllindis.of September 2009, 43 projects have been iadiakthe
CREATE program projects include: 25 new roadwayrpasses or underpasses at locations where auto and
pedestrian traffic currently cross railroad traakgrade level; 6 new rail overpasses or underpasesgeparate
passenger and freight train tracks; viaduct impnosets; grade crossing safety enhancements; anddgsyof
tracks, switches and signal systems.
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Because of the manner in which train tracks culyentersect with each other and with roads, it naw take up
to 30 hours for freight trains to pass through@écago region. Delays in rail-based freight, inichg grade
crossings, threaten the economic vitality of thgiol, make it harder for our farmers to make aiprigfad to
increased traffic congestion on our roads and hayswgenerate unnecessary levels of air pollutaise safety
concerns, and adversely affect the reliability apded of rail passenger service.

With funding from the State of lllinois, the City Ghicago, the U.S. Department of Transportatioeirs,
Amtrak, and the Association of American RailroddREATE will eliminate these problems.
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